THE  MATERIALIST CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
the distinctive characteristics which are the foundations
of the division.1
The term " antique mode of production " is just as
meaningless.    When and where did the antique mode
of production begin replacing the Asiatic mode, and
what on earth is the difference between the two ?    In
that part of the world which was the scene of antique
civilisation, there lived tribes in a primitive state, there
lived the farmers and warriors of the heroic age, there
arose the Minoan civilisation, and later there existed
simultaneously with the refined culture,  the art and
science and the complex political systems of Greece,
the commercial republics of the Phoenicians and Cartha-
ginians, and the Persian Empire with its half-nomadic,
half-feudal nobility and with its tributary nations in
the most varied stages of development.   After its down-
fall, this Empire was divided into the cultivated Hellen-
istic kingdoms, while in the west there were the Italian
peasant republics, one of which, owing to the military
and political gifts of its people, in the course of a few
centuries developed the highest political and economic
system that existed before our time and in many points
resembled the system which is in force at present.   The
term " antique mode of production ", far from desig-
nating a certain mode of production, includes the most
varied economic systems.   Some people might be in-
clined to accept as a common characteristic of antique
1 Marx wrote in a very different fashion on periods and events with
which he was familiar; his description in Capital of the development of
production from handicraft to manufacture and to capitalistic forms, a
subject with which he was conversant as few others were, is incomparable,
even though it may be* as Mantoux points out, too schematized in certain
parts, Mantoux, 0^. cit* p. 71, An eminent German economist once said
to the author of this study: " Without Karl Marx we should be unable
to understand a good part of our economic development and of our situation".
i<56